S/N 09/544,704 
Response to Office Action dated 27 May 2004 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 (original): A method for examining an electronic representation of an 
item for a watermark, the method comprising: 

examining at least a first electronic representation of an item for a 
watermark in accordance with a first watermark definition; 

receiving a signal indicating that a second watermark definition is to 
be used for examining electronic representations; and 

examining at least a second electronic representation of an item for 
a watermark in accordance with the second watermark definition. 

Claim 2 (original): A method according to claim 1 and also comprising: 

controlling access to at least the second electronic representation 
based, at least in part, on a result of the examining at least a second electronic 
representation step. 

Claim 3 (original): A method according to claim 1 and wherein the first electronic 
representation and the second electronic representation are identical. 

Claim 4 (original): A method according to claim 1 and wherein the signal 
comprises a representation of the second watermark definition. 

Claim 5 (original): A method according to claim 1 and also comprising: 

retrieving the second watermark definition from a storage device in 
response to the received signal. 

Claim 6 (original): A method according to claim 1 and also comprising computing 
the second watermark definition in response to the received signal. 

Claim 7 (original): A method according to claim 1 and wherein the first 
watermark definition and the second watermark definition each comprises an 
indication of a location, within each electronic representation to be examined, at 
which a watermark, if present, is to be found. 
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Claim 8 (original): A method according to claim 1 and wherein the first 
watermark definition and the second watermark definition each comprises an 
indication of a watermarking method according to which each electronic 
representation to be examined is to be examined for a watermark. 

Claim 9 (original): A method according to claim 1 and wherein the signal 
comprises authentication information for establishing that the signal originates 
from an authentic source, and 

the receiving step also includes: 

verifying the authentication information to determine whether the 
authentication information is correct and rejecting the received signal if the 
authentication information is determined to be incorrect, thereby causing the first 
watermark definition to continue to be used for examining if the authentication 
information is incorrect. 

Claim 10 (original): A watermark examiner for examining an electronic 
representation of an item for a watermark, the examiner comprising: 

a watermark definition store operative to store a watermark 

definition; 

watermark examination apparatus operatively associated with the 
watermark definition store and operative to examine an electronic representation 
of an item for a watermark in accordance with the watermark definition stored in 
the watermark definition store; and 

a watermark definition signal receiver operative to receive a signal 
indicating that a new watermark definition is to be used for examining electronic 
representations and to store the new watermark definition in the watermark 
definition store. 

Claim 11 (original): A watermark examiner according to claim 10 and wherein 
the watermark definition comprises an indication of a location, within each 
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electronic representation to be examined, at which a watermark, if present, is to be 
found. 

Claim 12 (original): A watermark examiner according to claim 10 and wherein 
the watermark definition comprises an indication of a watermarking method 
according to which each electronic representation to be examined is to be 
examined for a watermark. 

Claim 13 (original): A watermark examiner according to claim 10 and wherein 
the signal comprises a representation of the second watermark definition. 

Claim 14 (original): A watermark examiner according to claim 10 and wherein 
the watermark examiner also comprises a watermark storage memory for storing at 
least one watermark definition, and 

the watermark definition signal receiver is operative to retrieve the 
new watermark definition from the watermark storage memory in response to the 
received signal. 

Claim 15 (original): A watermark examiner according to claim 10 and wherein 
the watermark definition signal receiver is also operative to compute the second 
watermark definition in response to the received signal. 

Claim 16 (original): A watermark examiner according to claim 10 and wherein 
the signal comprises authentication information for establishing that the signal 
originates from an authentic source, and 

the watermark definition signal receiver also includes: 
signal verification apparatus operative to verify the authentication 
information to determine whether the authentication information is correct and to 
reject the received signal if the authentication information is determined to be 
incorrect, thereby causing the first watermark definition to continue to be used for 
examining if the authentication information is incorrect. 
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Claims 17-26 (cancelled) 

Claim 27 (original): A signal for indicating to a watermark examiner that a second 
watermark definition is to be used in place of a first watermark definition for 
examining electronic representations, the signal comprising: 

a representation of a second watermark definition. 

Claim 28 (original): A signal according to claim 27 and also comprising: 

authentication information for establishing that the signal originates 
from an authentic source. 

Claim 29 (cancelled) 

Claim 30 (cancelled) 

Claim 31 (new): A method for examining an electronic representation of an item 
for a watermark, the method comprising: 

examining at least a first electronic representation of an item for a 
watermark in accordance with a first watermark definition; 

receiving a signal indicating that a second watermark definition is to 
be used for examining electronic representations; and 

examining at least a second electronic representation of an item for 
a watermark in accordance with the second watermark definition, and not 
examining the item for a watermark in accordance with the first watermark 
definition. 

Claim 32 (new): A method according to claim 31 and also comprising: 

controlling access to at least the second electronic representation 
based, at least in part, on a result of the examining at least a second electronic 
representation step. 
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Claim 33 (new): A method according to claim 31 and wherein the first electronic 
representation and the second electronic representation are identical. 

Claim 34 (new): A method according to claim 31 and wherein the signal 
comprises a representation of the second watermark definition. 

Claim 35 (new); A method according to claim 31 and also comprising: 

retrieving the second watermark definition from a storage device in 
response to the received signal. 

Claim 36 (new): A method according to claim 31 and also comprising computing 
the second watermark definition in response to the received signal. 

Claim 37 (new): A method according to claim 31 and wherein the first watermark 
definition and the second watermark definition each comprises an indication of a 
location, within each electronic representation to be examined, at which a 
watermark, if present, is to be found. 

Claim 38 (new): A method according to claim 31 and wherein the first watermark 
definition and the second watermark definition each comprises an indication of a 
watermarking method according to which each electronic representation to be 
examined is to be examined for a watermark. 

Claim 39 (new): A method according to claim 31 and wherein the signal 
comprises authentication information for establishing that the signal originates 
from an authentic source, and 

the receiving step also includes: 

verifying the authentication information to determine whether the 
authentication information is correct and rejecting the received signal if the 
authentication information is determined to be incorrect, thereby causing the first 
watermark definition to continue to be used for examining if the authentication 
information is incorrect. 
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Claim 40 (new): A watermark examiner for examining an electronic 
representation of an item for a watermark, the examiner comprising: 

a watermark definition store operative to store a watermark 

definition; 

watermark examination apparatus operatively associated with the 
watermark definition store and operative to examine an electronic representation 
of an item for a watermark in accordance with the watermark definition stored in 
the watermark definition store; and 

a watermark definition signal receiver operative to receive a signal 
indicating that a new watermark definition is to be used for examining electronic 
representations and to store the new watermark definition in the watermark 
definition store, 

wherein, after the watermark definition signal receiver stores the 
new watermark definition in the watermark definition store, the watermark 
examination apparatus examines in accordance with the new watermark definition 
and not in accordance with a watermark definition previously stored in the 
watermark definition store. 

Claim 41 (new): A watermark examiner according to claim 40 and wherein the 
watermark definition comprises an indication of a location, within each electronic 
representation to be examined, at which a watermark, if present, is to be found. 

Claim 42 (new): A watermark examiner according to claim 40 and wherein the 
watermark definition comprises an indication of a watermarking method according 
to which each electronic representation to be examined is to be examined for a 
watermark. 

Claim 43 (new): A watermark examiner according to claim 40 and wherein the 
signal comprises a representation of the second watermark definition. 
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Claim 44 (new): A watermark examiner according to claim 40 and wherein the 
watermark examiner also comprises a watermark storage memory for storing at 
least one watermark definition, and 

the watermark definition signal receiver is operative to retrieve the 
new watermark definition from the watermark storage memory in response to the 
received signal. 

Claim 45 (new): A watermark examiner according to claim 40 and wherein the 
watermark definition signal receiver is also operative to compute the second 
watermark definition in response to the received signal. 

Claim 46 (new): A watermark examiner according to claim 40 and wherein the 
signal comprises authentication information for establishing that the signal 
originates from an authentic source, and 

the watermark definition signal receiver also includes: 
signal verification apparatus operative to verify the authentication 
information to determine whether the authentication information is correct and to 
reject the received signal if the authentication information is determined to be 
incorrect, thereby causing the first watermark definition to continue to be used for 
examining if the authentication information is incorrect. 
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